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the end of July 1167 he was able speedily to capture the |«^ into
Leonine City, and with his wife was crowned by the anti-
Pope in St. Peter's. Negotiations passed between him and
Alexander III, but Frederick's proposal that bothPopes should
resign and a new election be held was naturally unacceptable
to the Curia. It found favour with the Romans, however,
who, anxious for peace, were eager for its adoption. Alex-
ander, therefore, found his position in Rome untenable; he
made good his escape, and placed himself under Norman
protection at Benevento.
Frederick was now master of Rome, and with the prospect His prospects
of a fleet1 he planned an advance into South Italy, to reduce
the kingdom of Sicily as well as to gain possession of the
person of the Pope. The moment seemed propitious, for
William I had died in the preceding May, and the tender age
of his son William II necessitated a regency under the queen-
mother Margaret. This was the opportunity of the nobles,
who engineered a conspiracy against the queen's favourite,
Stephen of Perche—appointed by her to be both chancellor
and archbishop of Palermo—and they were eventually suc-
cessful in driving him from power. Until William II attained
his majority, the feudal nobility held the upper hand, so that
the royal power was ill equipped to encounter the might of
Germany. But Frederick had reached Rome too late, and
the summer was now at its height. This had been his reason
for refusing a campaign in the south and returning home
after his coronation in 1155, but on this occasion he lingered
too long. The deadly malaria of the Roman Carnpagna, His army
which had so often proved fatal to the German kings, now
dealt its most crushing blow. Frederick's great army was
literally decimated, among the victims being many of the
leading nobles and bishops in the entourage of the Emperor,
including the chief of them all, the archbishop of Cologne,
Rainald of Dassel. Hastily the Emperor retraced his steps
over the Apennines into Tuscany with such as had remained ° avoy
unstricken, to find the roads to the north blocked against
him, so that only by devious routes was he able to make his
1 Some vessels had already arrived from Pisa, and more were expected
both from Pisa and Genoa. These two cities had both remained loyal to
the Emperor, but owing to their bitter rivalry he was frequently disappointed
of their assistance.

